[The intrafollicular pressure of tertiary follicles in relation to their diameter in the cow ovary].
In ovaries of 31 cows, which were in prooestrus, the diameters of all visible tertiary follicles and their intrafollicular pressure were measured. The pressure increased largely, if the diameter of the follicles was higher than 5 mm. This high intrafollicular pressure reached the filtering pressure of capillaries. So it is possible, that the peripheral portions of the theca interna from the follicles become ischaemic. The following metabolic acidosis activates the collagenolytic enzyme in the follicular wall. It is concluded that these enzymes could be active in the digestion of the follicle wall during ovulation. In that time the high intrafollicular pressure in spite of higher diameter (over 10 mm) slowly decreased.